
 

 
 
 
Mesquite Gaming donates to food bank  
 
MESQUITE — For the past 20 years, Mesquite Gaming has collected the coins from the fountain out-
side the Virgin River Casino entrance and made a yearly donation to a local charity. This past year the 
fountain generated $2,500 in coins, and Mesquite Gaming matched that amount and made a $5,000 
donation to the Salvation Army Food Bank in Mesquite. 
 
“This donation came at the perfect time,” said Roberta Franco, the director of the food bank. “We have 
been seeing more and more clients who need food in the past year. I would say that our requests for 
food are up 50 percent over the previous year. Many families in Mesquite are having a very tough time 
now. We’re seeing needs from people of all ages.” 
 
Franco thanked Mesquite Gaming adding that the company has always been gracious when it comes 
to helping the Salvation Army Food Bank. 
 
“This money makes sure that we have food for the next few months for those in need in Mesquite,” she 
said. “We buy our food through Three Square, which gives us the food for about 50 percent what we’d 
pay in a grocery store.” 
 
In addition, Mesquite Gaming’s CasaBlanca Resort recently hosted an appreciation dinner for those 
who help the local Salvation Army. 
 
Franco pointed out that the importance of the Salvation Army is also measured by the fact that the 
office provides badly needed help with regard to benefits. 
 
“We don’t just give people a handout,” she said. “We have them fill out an assessment form because 
we’re better able to determine their needs. 
 
“For instance, we recently had a single mother with three kids come in. She made $1,200 a month. By 
the time she paid all the bills, she didn’t have enough money for food. 
 
“From there, we got her approved for $450 to $500 a month in food stamps. We also got her an energy 
assistance that amounted to $750 to $800 that could be used over the next year.” 
 
Information regarding the Salvation Army Food Bank can be found by calling 702-345-5116 or by 
visiting the office at 355 W. Mesquite Blvd. The office is open from a.m. until 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.”  
 
 



 

 
Mesquite Gaming recently donated $5,000 to the Salvation Army Food Bank in Mesquite. 
Shown from left, Virgin River Casino General Manager Marty Rapson, Salvation Army Food 
Bank Director Roberta Franco and Mesquite Gaming COO Randy Black. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


